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BOOK DEPARTMENT

NOTES

AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY, PUBLICATIONS OF THE. Vol. VI. Papers and
Proceedings of Sixth Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Society,
December, 1911. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1912.

ANDERSON, F. I. The Farmer of Tomorrow. Pp. 308. Price, $1.50. New

York: Macmillan Company, 1913.
The main contribution of this volume is a discussion of the relatively new

doctrine that &dquo;The soil is the one indestructible, immutable asset that the
nation possesses. It is the one resource that cannot be exhausted; that cannot
be used up. It may be impaired by abuse, but never destroyed.&dquo; This doctrine
is compared with the former theory (and the one still taught, the author states,
in the agricultural colleges, and held to by all the agricultural papers) that soils
do wear out, and that the farmer must feed the soil, in proportion as his soil
feeds his crop. The theory that the soil is an immutable asset accepts, of
course, the fact that the soil may have its productiveness impaired or lowered,
but it accounts for lower production on the ground that soils do not wear out
but merely grow &dquo;fatigued.&dquo; This new theory of soil fertility holds that each
crop exudes a poison analogous to the poisons set free in the human system
under fatigue, and that the proper method of restoring the fertility of the soil,
therefore, is &dquo;to bring the flora and micro-fauna of the soil under control.
Partial sterilization effects this; such antiseptics as chloroform, toluene, etc.,
eliminate certain organisms which check the useful bacteria. Heating to boiling
for two hours doubles productivity and is practical in greenhouses. The prob-
lem is to domesticate the unseen flora and fauna of the soil, the useful races
to be encouraged, the noxious races suppressed.&dquo;

The book is interestingly written and full of many vital discussions. The
author shows that 70 per cent of the farms are still being worked as a means of
labor and not as business propositions, and feels that we are in a transition period
between the older notion that the farm is a means of labor and the newer theory
that it is a capital and must be made to pay interest. To show the significance
of the increased amount of capital invested in farms, the author states that the
tax value of the average acre of farm land in 1900 was $15.57 while in 1910 it was
$32.40, an increase in land values during these ten years of 100.5 per cent.

ANDREWS, C. MCLEAN. The Colonial Period. Pp. vii, 256. Price, 50 cents.
New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1912.
This excellent volume in the Home University Library series differs in

several interesting respects from the usual treatment of the American colonies.
It emphasizes the conditions in England that affected the colonies and outlines
the English policies of colonial control, thus making clear both the dependence
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of early American history upon European conditions and, more specifically.
the events leading to the Revolutionary War. Two chapters deal with England;
two, with the colonies; and six, with the relations between the colonies and the
home land and among the colonies themselves.

No effort is made to treat the colonies separately, nor to narrate their
chronological development, but a broad view is taken of the British possessions
in America as a whole, Canada and the West Indies included. In this way a

unity of viewpoint is secured that is often sacrificed in the topical method of
study. The chapters devoted to colonial, political and social characteristics
and to economic life and influence are particularly suggestive and represent
the newer tendencies in historical writing. For any one who has some knowl-

edge of the detailed facts of colonial history, this book is perhaps the best
treatment, within the compass of two hundred pages, of the colonial period as
a whole.

BAGOT, RICHARD. Italians of Today. Pp.187. Price, $1.25. Chicago: F. G.
Browne and Company, 1913.
Two objects stand out in this interesting little volume. The first is to

present a description of the salient characteristics of the Italian people, the
second to refute the charges made against the Italian soldiery of the Tripolitan
war. The author has been a resident of the peninsula for many years and por-
trays Italian traits from an intimate personal knowledge. He feels that

Englishmen are too apt in visiting Italy to see only the attractions of Rome
and fail to give proper attention to the remarkable performances of modern
Italy. This leads not only to a lamentable ignorance on the part of the English
public but to a lack of understanding. This has estranged two nations which
should stand shoulder to shoulder not only because of similarity of virtues but
because of the coincidence of their interests in the Mediterranean. The author
feels that the attitude of the English press during Italy’s war with Turkey has
produced an unfortunate conviction in the Italian mind that the English are
not only misinformed but wilfully unfair. Documents are quoted at length to
justify the Italian declaration of war and to prove that though the Italian
treatment of the Arabs was severe it was highly justified by circumstances.

BARROWS, ISABEL C. A Sunny Life&mdash;The Biography of Samuel J. Barrows.
Pp. xi, 323. Price, $1.50. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1913.
The many friends of the late Samuel June Barrows will welcome this

biographical tribute. Mrs. Barrows has presented a wealth of personal mate-
rial, together with a detailed account of his public career. It is given to but
few men to exert a wider personal influence than did Dr. Barrows. Thrown

upon his own resources as a mere lad, he struggled to secure an education,
entered the liberal ministry, passed into editorial work, then to Congress, and
later to the work to which the greater part of his life was devoted-that of the
Prison Association of New Y ork. At the time of his death he was president of
the International Prison Congress. The success of the Washington Congress,
1910, was in a great measure due to his great ability in planning; but he did
not live to preside.
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